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The Conservatoire botanique national de Bailleul organize a symposium about

Values and uses of 
wetlands

On the occasion of 30 years of Centre régional de phytosociologie and 70 
years of the Société de botanique du Nord de la France, the Conservatoire 
botanique national de Bailleul, in association with the Société française 
de phytosociologie, the Conservatoires d’espaces naturels Nord – Pas-
de-Calais et Picardie and the Société de botanique du nord de la France, 
will organize a symposium to exchange both on the scientific analysis of 
wetlands vegetations (characterization, evolution, indicators, patrimonial 
value...) and on the consideration of the uses of these wetlands 
(environmental management, use, regulatory consideration).

This symposium will take place from Tuesday, September 26th, 2017 
to Saturday, September 30th, 2017 at Conservatoire botanique 
national de Bailleul, Saturday is for the general public.

The Conservatoire botanique national de Bailleul wishes to give each 
partner the opportunity to express itself: scientists of all discipline 
(phytosociology, ecology, hydrology, human sciences…) specialists of 
wetland ecosystem, wetlands managers, staff and elected officials of 
the consideration of wetlands and general public. This symposium will be 
organized in two parallel forums :

•	 Wetlands knowledge and evaluation
•	 Wetlands consideration and management 

Those working times will be associated with friendly moments, in the 
evening and at the end of the week, accessible to the general public 
(nature outings, projections, stands, cultural events...) in order to provide 
a scientific and offset look on wetlands.

The papers presented at this symposium will be organized according to 
six themes :

Session 1: restoring and recreating wetlands 

A doctrine such as the ministerial doctrine « avoid, reduce and 
compensate the impacts on the natural environment » again raises, 
particularly in wetland, the classical and delicate question of the choice 
of sites to be restored and of their potentialities, or even the possibility of 
recreating functional wetlands considering the current characteristics of 
the natural environment... 

Session 2 : approaching the wetlands on their territorial context 

The wetlands are by nature ecosystems of interface, in narrow connection 
with their environment. Their management thus has to take into account 
the global features of these ecosystems (reduction of the pollutions at 
the level of the catchment basin, improvement of the space of freedom 
of streams, management of the invasive exotic species), regulatory http://colloque2017.cbnbl.org
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measures (Natura 2000 network, demarcation of the wetlands, Law on 
the water), as well as the multitude of ecosystemic services provided 
to the human societies (floods reduction, agricultural production, 
entertaining value - walking, hunting, fishing, etc.). 

Session 3 : Adapting the management to the issues, constraints and 
local potentialities 

Wetlands, ecosystems with innumerable parameters, represent real 
challenges to management, from the local level (grazing, cleaning, 
faucardage, etc.) to the territorial level (impact of the surrounding 
human activities, circulation of waters on the scale of the catchment 
basin) or even international (climate change effect). Such rules should 
include not only the current characteristics of the ecosystem, but also 
the understanding of its functioning, future potentialities (is the current 
ecosystem viable in the long-term?) and the obstacles of all kinds to the 
management implementation (availability of a livestock for the grazing, 
social acceptance, financial constraints...). 

Session 4 : Mapping the vegetation to understand wetlands 

Management and evaluation of wetlands require a large-scale 
consideration. Vegetation mapping provides the scientist, the managers 
and the decision-makers a number of tools for the consideration of 
wetlands and especially the current CarHAB national cartography of the 
vegetations program will bring a good answer to this need. 

Session 5 : Developing and transmitting diagnostic tools

The protection of the wetlands involves a multitude of actors sharing the 
need to understand the impact of the human activity on those natural 
environments. Those evaluations, numerous and varied, cannot be only 
performed by experts and a co-conception accompanied by a transmission 
of the diagnostic tools is indispensable. Those diagnostic tools can also 
have a regulatory value, particularly in assessing the conservation status 
of the sites of the Natura 2000 network and habitats of community 
interest.

Session 6: Improving our knowledge to better manage the vegetations 
of wetlands

Knowledge is a prerequisite in the management and the vegetations 
of wetlands can provide very valuable information necessary for the 
management, especially when it is approached in all the possible scales: 
use of the symphytosociology, functional approach of the ecosystem, 
consideration of the cryptograms, relationships plants-animals... 


